NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Incoming Reference No. 254-00-1626
Date: 24 July 2012, 5:28 p.m.

TO THE ATTENTION OF:
Mrs. ISKRA FIDOSOVA,
Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee
for Legal Affairs
c/o Mrs. TSETSKA TSACHEVA
Speaker of the 41st National Assembly
P R O P O S A L
Re.: Nomination of a member of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly quota 
Madame Chair,
On the authority of Art. 19 par. 3 of the Judicial System Act and Section I, item 1 of the Decision on the Adoption of Rules of Procedure regarding the nomination of candidates, publication of documents, hearings of candidates for membership of the Supreme Judicial Council and the preparation of the election of members of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly quota, as adopted by the National Assembly on July 11th, 2012, I hereby propose that Svetla Dimitrova Petkova be elected member of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly Quota.
Enclosures: Written Justification of the proposal; statement of advance consent in writing by the candidate; detailed resume; statement regarding the eligibility requirements as per Art. 18 par. 1, item 10, of the Judicial System Act; photocopy of the Degree of Higher Education (Law); memo attesting to her length of service in the judicial system; a certificate of clean police record and a certificate from the National Investigation Service as to whether the candidate is subject to pre-trial proceedings.









Submitted by:
Krasimir Velchev (signed illegibly)
Dimitar Glavchev (signed illegibly)
Tsveta Karayancheva (signed illegibly)
Plamen Nunev (signed illegibly)
Rumen Ivanov (signed illegibly)
Krasimir Tsipov (signed illegibly)
Dobroslav Dimitrov (signed illegibly)
WRITTEN JUSTIFICATION
in support of the nomination of Justice Svetla Dimitrova Petkova, Division President with the Supreme Administrative Court, as an elected member of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly quota
Mrs. Svetla Petkova graduated from the St. Clement Ohridsky University of Sofia, School of Law, and has uninterrupted judicial experience of 34 years and 11 months, during which time she held the following consecutive positions: legal advisor (5 years); Arbiter with the Sofia City Court of Arbitration and the Supreme Court of Arbitration (8 years); Prosecutor with the Supreme Prosecution Office of the Republic of Bulgaria, General Supervision Department (2 years); Justice of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Bulgaria, and since the reinstatement (1996) of the Supreme Administrative Court , Justice of the Supreme Administrative Court of the Republic of Bulgaria and President of First Taxation Division (till 2000), then Vice President of the Supreme Administrative Court (3 years), acting President of the Supreme Administrative Court (October 2003 through March 2004); since 2005 she has been President of Sixth SAC Division, a position which she holds to the present day.
Mrs. Svetla Petkova is a lawyer of substantial professional, administrative and life experience and exceptional contribution to the development of the system of administrative jurisprudence in Bulgaria and to the establishment of the Supreme Administrative Court as guarantor of the proper protection of the legal rights and freedoms of individuals and collective bodies. With her understanding of the attainment of swift and high-quality administrative jurisprudence, she was one of the founders of the working group and an active participant in its deliberations for drafting the bill for an Administrative Procedure Code, enacted in 2006, and in the establishment and strengthening of a network of first-instance administrative courts in Bulgaria that have been operating successfully for 7 years already.
Her excellent knowledge of the law and her ability for teamwork have both contributed towards her unquestionable stature as a respected professional, both among fellow magistrates and in the eyes of the broader public. Through her managerial functions she has proven her ability to make the right, solidly justified managerial decisions on both legal and administrative matters. The judicial acts issued by Justice Svetla Petkova in both three- and five-member panels are characterized by legal and factual thoroughness and depth, leaving no doubt in either side to the litigation about her competent and fair handling of their disputes.
Through her jurisprudential and teaching activities Svetla Petkova contributes to raising the level of competence of administrative bodies and improving their work in issuing administrative acts and serving the members of the public and legal entities alike.
For her all-round professional achievements, in 2006 she was awarded the Gold Badge of Honor of the Supreme Administrative Court, and in 2011, the Diploma and Medal of Honor of the Union of Bulgarian Jurists for professional achievements and for her activities as a member of the Union.
In her capacity as Vice President and acting President of the Supreme Administrative Court, Mrs. Svetla Petkova was on the team of innovative managers who blazed a trail of transparency in that court’s proceedings by computerizing every single workplace in it and launching a website of the SAC allowing access to all acts of the Court as soon as they are announced while publishing daily updates on all high-profile cases in process. For that, the Supreme Administrative Court has won the award of the Access to Information Program for best institutional website in light of the Access to Public Information Act.
During her years with the Supreme Administrative Court, Mrs. Petkova worked actively for the SAC’s admission as a full member of the International Association of Supreme Administrative Jurisdictions, based in Paris, and for having Bulgarian court decisions published on the Association’s Yearbook. She takes credit for establishing fruitful contacts between her Court and supreme courts of justice from a number of other countries, as well as with international organizations such as the UN High Commissariat for Refugees, the International Association of Refugee Law Judges, a.o.
She has represented Bulgaria, in expert capacity, at meetings of the working group for administrative law of the Council of Europe and the working group for organizing the International Conference in Kiev, Ukraine, on the implementation of the Aarhus Convention (on access to information, public involvement in decision making and access to justice on environmental issues), in force for Bulgaria since March 16th, 2004.
Through her participation in the Ethics Commission of the Supreme Administrative Court, Mrs. Svetla Petkova has championed better selection of personnel for the judicial system at the stages of hiring, promotion and performance assessment.
Mrs. Petkova is not indifferent to the issue of ensuring modern working conditions for magistrates, a more even caseload at all levels, of raising the performance efficiency of judicial bodies, improving their public image and strengthening confidence in the judicial system.
I do believe that with her above described qualities Svetla Dimitrova Petkova fully satisfies the requirements formulated through the latest amendments and supplements to the Judicial System Act and referred to in the European Commission Report, regarding the selection of members of the Supreme Judicial Council through the nomination of competent and motivated magistrates, of good public image and solid professional standing, incorruptible and capable of discharging responsibly and to a high standard the numerous and complex powers vested in them by the Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Judicial System Act.
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Curriculum Vitae
	  

	
	

	Personal information
	

	First name(s) / Surname(s) 
	SVETLA DIMITROVA PETKOVA

	Address(es)
	[sanitised]

	Telephone(s)
	[sanitised]
	
	

	
	

	E-mail
	[sanitised]

	
	

	Nationality
	[sanitised]

	
	

	Date of birth
	[sanitised]

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Work experience
	

	
	

	Dates
	2005-present PRESIDENT OF SIXTH DIVISION OF THE SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE COURT

 

	
	Oct. 13th, 2003 through April 21st, 2004 ACTING PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE COURT

2000-Oct. 13th, 2003 VICE PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE COURT

1997-2000 PRESIDENT OF FIRST DIVISION OF THE SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE COURT

1996-1997 JUSTICE WITH THE SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE COURT

1992-1996 JUSTICE WITH THE SUPREME COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA, III Administrative Division

1991-1992 PROSECUTOR WITH THE GENERAL SUPERVISION DEPARTMENT OF THE SUPREME CASSATION PROSECUTION OFFICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

1988-1991 ARBITER WITH THE SUPREME COURT OF ARBITRATION

1983-1988 ARBITER WITH THE SOFIA CITY COURT OF ARBITRATION

1979-1983 LEGAL ADVISOR AND CHIEF LEGAL ADVISOR WITH STROYSNAB CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, SOFIA

1978-1979 LEGAL ADVISOR WITH BOROVAN AGRO-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX

1977-1978 TRAINEE JUDGE WITH THE SOFIA CITY COURT



	Main activities and responsibilities
	JURISPRUDENCE, RESPONSIBLE FOR SWIFT AND HIGH-STANDARD RESOLUTION OF ADMINISTRATIVE DISPUTES AND PREVENTION OF CONTROVERSIAL JUDICIAL PRACTICES

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Education and training
	

	
	

	Dates
	1971-1975 St. CLEMENT OHRIDSKY UNIVERSITY OF SOFIA SCHOOL OF LAW 

	Title of qualification awarded
	MASTER OF LAW

	
	

	
	1969 FINISHED SECONDARY EDUCATION AT THE ADAM MICKIEWICZ HIGH SCHOOL No. 15, SOFIA

	
	

	
	

	Personal skills and competences
	

	
	

	Mother tongue(s)
	BULGARIAN

	
	

	Other language(s)
	RUSSIAN – very good (acquired in high school)

FRENCH – good (acquired in high school and university)

ENGLISH – average (acquired from British Council language course) 

	
	

	
	


	
	

	Additional courses 

and qualifications
	

	
	1998 COURSE IN REFUGEE LAW, OTTAWA, CANADA;

1999 COURSE IN EUROPEAN LAW SPONSORED BY THE PHARE PROGRAM, DELIVERED AT THE  CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN LAW, THESSALONIKI, GREECE;

2000 COURSE IN EUROPEAN LAW AT THE EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE AND THE GENERAL COURT IN LUXEMBOURG;

2001 COURSE IN SECURITIES AND CAPITAL MARKETS, WASHINGTON DC AND NEW YORK, USA;

2001-2003 PARTICIPATED AS AN EXPERT FOR BULGARIA IN THE MEETINGS OF A WORKING SUBGROUP WITH THE WORKING GROUP ON ADMINISTRATIVE LAW OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE IN STRASBOURG;

2003 EXPERT FOR BULGARIA IN THE INTERNATIONAL WORKING GROUP FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN KIEV, UKRAINE, ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AARHUS CONVENTION (ON ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN DECISION MAKING AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES), IN FORCE FOR BULGARIA SINCE MARCH 16TH, 2004;

2004 TRAINING COURSE IN THE NEW SYSTEM OF ADMINISTRATIVE COURTS IN PORTUGAL, ADOPTED BY THE WORKING GROUP RESPONSIBLE FOR DRAFTING THE BILL FOR AN ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE CODE AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE COURTS OF THE FIRST INSTANCE ENVISIONED THEREBY IN BULGARIA, ESTABLISHED IN 2007;

2005 PARTICIPATION IN AN INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR AT THE ACADEMY OF EUROPEAN LAW IN TRIER, GERMANY, ON THE SUBJECT OF ‘THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION’;

2008-2009 PARTICIPATION IN AN EXPERT TEAM FOR EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCE ON ADMINISTRATIVE JURISPRUDENCE IN VIENNA, AUSTRIA, UNDER THE PROJECT ‘COMPETENT ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGES AS GUARANTORS FOR THE ACCURATE AND EQUAL APPLICATION OF THE LAW IN ADMINISTRATIVE JURISPRUDENCE’, OP ADMINISTRATIVE CAPACITY;

2008-2010 PARTICIPATION IN SEMINARS UNDER THE TRESS PROJECT – TRAINING AND REPORTING ON EUROPEAN SOCIAL SECURITY. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Organisational skills and competences
	Since 2011 CHAIRPERSON OF THE ETHICS COMMISSION OF THE SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE COURT;

2004-2010 VISITING LECTURER IN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW AND PROCESS AT St. CLEMENT OHRIDSKY UNIVERSITY OF SOFIA;

LECTURER AT THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE;

LECTURER AT THE KR. TZONCHEV INSTITUTE FOR TRAINING OF LAWYERS

LECTURER AT SEMINARS IN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW FOR LEGAL ADVISERS AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION;

MEMBER OF THE WORKING GROUP RESPONSIBLE FOR DRAFTING THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURAL CODE, ENACTED IN 2006;

FOUNDING MEMBER OF THE EDITORIAL BOARD OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE JUSTICE JOURNAL, WHERE SHE HAS PUBLISHED PAPERS ON LEGAL ISSUES AND JUDICIAL PRACTICE;

Until 2003 MEMBER OF THE EDITORIAL BOARD OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS JOURNAL, A PUBLICATION OF THE BULGARIAN LAWYERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS FOUNDATION, WHERE SHE HAS PUBLISHED PAPERS ON LEGAL ISSUES.

	
	

	Technical skills and competences
	COMPUTER LITERATE.

DRIVER’S LICENSE CATEGORY B, since 1985

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Additional information
	AWARDS:

2003 AWARD OF THE ACCESS TO INFORMATION PROGRAM FOR BEST INSTITUTIONAL WEBSITE IN LIGHT OF THE ACCESS TO PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT;

2006 GOLD BADGE OF HONOR OF THE SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE COURT;

2011 DIPLOMA AND MEDAL OF HONOR OF THE UNION OF BULGARIAN JURISTS FOR ALL-ROUND PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AND ACTIVITY WITHIN THE UNION.



	
	

	
	TWO CHILDREN:

[sanitised], SON;

[sanitised], DAUGHTER

HUSBAND: [sanitised] (DECEASED 2010)

Signature: (signed illegibly)
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